
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 April, 2022

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – Mark Goddard – Chair, Cllrs Joanne Nichols & Gemma Cook
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers, Cllr Riddle (until 8.15), J. Hartshorne and S. Crawley (until 8.00)

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Peto, Shone and Appleby.
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared. 
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were 

accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was welcomed by the Chair. He provided an update on the 

storm resilience work that Cllr Jeff Read is leading and for which a report is expected shortly. Cllr 
Riddle advised that his front-line services budget has been protected and among other work there will 
be £1m investment in public toilets within the county. For Otterburn public toilets this is likely to mean 
basic maintenance and repaint whilst in more urban areas there will be a greater upgrade.

£1.3m will be invested in country parks in Northumberland recognising the greater use the parks are 
seeing since the pandemic begun. Cllr Riddle referred to the ‘Care at Home’ scheme where a care 
provider was pulling out causing concern how it would be able to continue. He advised he had raised the 
matter at cabinet as a matter of urgency and advised that any members of the public who had concern 
they should contact him.
Cllr Riddle took questions. It was highlighted that whilst the 50mph speed limit introduced from the village 
and past the school was welcomed there was concern that the road stripes were causing vibration at a 
residents property near the school. The Clerk advised he had raised the matter with Neil Snowdon (NCC) 
to investigate and the request was made if Cllr Riddle can help to resolve the matter.
Mr Crawley highlighted the flooding along A696 that impacting his property at Bankfoot. It was agreed he 
would contact Cllr Riddle outside the meeting to provide the details.
5. Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters: Mr Hartshorne welcomed the news that BT 
had suspended its roll-out of digitalisation of the landlines and hoped a long-term solution would be found 
to help people living in rural areas such as Otterburn.    
5. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The Clerk reported that a
community survey would be happening from the end of April and local residents would be contacted by 
email to provide feedback.
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk provided feedback following a meeting he had attended 
with Neil Snowdon and Peter Thompson (NCC). Phase one of work will include installation of a number of 
bollards along the main road to prevent pavement parking as well as additional work on the pavement 
opposite the junction to B6320. Timescale for the work is still to be confirmed. Second phase that still is to 
be designed and budget agreed would include the relocation of the Bankfoot 30mph signs further out of 
the village and creation of two build-outs.
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk provided an update following attendance of the 
Steering Group meeting on 16 March.
d) item 6d:   Solar light near Redewater View houses  :   The Clerk advised that installation should happen on 
7 April.
e) item 6e: Local Otterburn directory map: The Clerk advised he had received a partial quote but different 
arbitraments would be needed if a stone plinth was the preferred option. Following discussion the Clerk 
was asked to return to the artist with a few queries to help progress matters. 
f) item 6f: Signage and lighting for the defibrillator at the Memorial Hall: Cllr Goddard agreed to fit the new 
signage received. He advised he would also repair the defibrillator lighting.
g) item 6h: Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and possible funding: Cllrs Nichols and Cook advised that the last
meeting had been cancelled however provided an update on the proposals for the Bank Holiday weekend.
It was planned that there would be a family event on the Saturday at either the RTC or if that wasn’t 
possible then Otterburn Mill. On Sunday there would be ‘Afternoon Tea’ at the Memorial Hall. The School 
was organising photos across the decades of the Queen’s reign that would be displayed in St John’s 
Church.
h) item 6i: ‘Christmas tree’ in Millennium Green: The Clerk reported that the Korean Fir tree was on order 
however a delivery date was not yet known. Details were discussed for planting when it was received.
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i) item 6j: Plans for developing the Millennium Green: The Clerk advised he was waiting a response to the 
grant application made to Revitalising Redesdale. Cllr Goddard advised he had not received a response to
the query for apple trees.
j) item 6k: Woodland Trust saplings for Millennium Green: The Clerk advised that the 30 saplings had 
been planted in the areas agreed by the Councillors.
k) item 6l: Spring village litter pick: Thanks were expressed to all volunteers who turned up and helped to 
collect the litter. Over a dozen bags of rubbish were collected helping to tidy the village.
l) item 6m: Noticeboard on Memorial Hall external wall: The estimate of £72.00 including labour and parts 
was agreed.
m) item 9c: Cycle fixing station: The Clerk apologised for not sharing the note on the matter from the Cllr 
Shone. It was agreed to cover the topic at the next meeting.
n) item 9e: Hanging baskets in Otterburn: Cllr Cook provided details of her research and agreement from 
the Memorial Hall committee that hanging baskets could be hung there. Other locations were discussed 
including the bus shelter. It was agreed Cllr Cook would contact George Jennings for a quote for an initial 
two baskets with plants. 

6. Finance
a) Finance update: The Clerk advised that at the end of the 2021-22 financial year the bank balances were
£808.12 in the current account and £10,450.12 in the deposit account. The Clerk provided details of the 
finances and reserves as well as variances to the previous financial year.
b) Approve the Annual Governance Statement 2021-22: Was approved by all.
c) Approve the draft Annual Accounts for 2021-22: Was approved by all. 
d) Approve the Accounting Statement & Explanation of variances for 2021-22: Was approved by all.
e) Confirm and approve the Certification of Exemption for 2021-22: Was approved by all.
f) Review of the Clerk’s salary: The Councillors agreed to the NALC recommendation for salary increase 
and backdated to 1 April, 2021
g) Clerk’s salary and expenses for March, 2022: The payment of £360.43 including backdated pay of 
£51.30 plus expenses of £7.50 were agreed.
h) Payment of invoice to Acrospire Solutions for solar light for £795 + VAT: The payment was agreed.
i) Reimbursement to Clerk of purchase of tree for Millennium Green: The payment of £550.33 including 
VAT was agreed.
j) Reimbursement to Clerk of purchase of defibrillator location signage: The payment of £44.66 was 
agreed.
k) Payment of invoice to J. Hartshorne for repair to solar light at play area:  The payment of £53.00 was 
agreed.

7. Planning
a) There were no planning applications to consider this month. 

8. New Business
a) Grass cutting costs in 2022: The Clerk reported that he had received notice from Mr Mowatt that the 
cost of the three combined grass cuts would have to increase by £4.00 this year. All other cutting would 
remain cost as in 2021. The Councillors were in agreement to accept this.
b) Digitalisation of landline telephones: The Clerk made reference to the correspondence received from 
Guy Opperman MP office on the suspension of this roll-out.
c) Traffic calming road stripes at Otterburn School: This matter had been raised during Cllr Riddle’s 
presence at the meeting and both he and Neil Snowdon (NCC) would be in contact about the matter. 

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Cllr Cook highlighted dog mess bag dispenser units in Ponteland that she believed were provided by 
NCC.  The Clerk was asked to contact NCC for details.
b) There was a suggestion that a litter bin located near Hopefoot would be beneficial and the Clerk was 
asked to contact NCC to determine one could be installed there and the cost.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 3 May, 2022 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. This will begin with the Annual Parish meeting and 
followed by the Ordinary meeting.

Meeting closed at 8.55pm.
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